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T

he statewide elections are over, with the results of the
referendum questions proving quite disappointing to League
members (for complete Weston election results, see Page 6). The
Gas Tax question, the expanded Bottle Bill and the rescinding of
casinos all turned out differently from the League position. The
League's long-time support for an expanded Bottle Bill will just have
to live to fight another day. Time is up, certainly, to stop the
creation of casinos in Massachusetts. We offered rides to the polls
on election day, and had one customer.
On November 8 we held an very informative Coffee Hour at the
Library, featuring a presentation by Sarah Rhatigan, Chair of the
Weston Affordable Housing Trust. The talk concerned the proposed
development of seven affordable rental units on 9.3 acres of land
on Warren Avenue, at the previous site of the Weston Water
Department. (see photos on Page 3) Three existing structures will
be renovated on a site quite restricted by wetlands, including
turning a single-family house into two rental units.
The
development will share one septic system The neighbors have been
consulted and the Weston Historical Commission has contributed
valuable input. The proposal will be on the warrant of the
December 1 Special Town Meeting. Although the audience at the
Coffee Hour was small, WestonMedia and a reporter for the Town
Crier were there to give greater coverage to the proposal.

In looking ahead to future Coffee Hour topics, we hope to host our
legislators, Senator Mike Barrett and Representative Alice Peisch,
during the winter. After that, we would like to introduce our new
Police Chief and new School Superintendent to townspeople when
they are selected.
This is the time of year to renew your League membership. A
membership form can be found in this Bulletin. Please renew now,
while it's on your mind.
The complete warrant for the upcoming Special Town Meeting can
be found on Page 14.
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CALENDAR
NOVEMBER 2014 – JANUARY 2015
November 22, Saturday……………………………………………………………
9:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Town Hall

Selectman’s Office Hours
with Doug Gillespie

November 27, Thursday…………………………………………………………… THANKSGIVING
December 1, Monday…………………………………………………………………Special Town Meeting
7:30 p.m., Weston High School Auditorium
December 2, Tuesday………………………………………………………………. LWVW monthly board meeting
Location TBA
All members welcome
December 25, Thursday…………………………………………………………… CHRISTMAS
January 1, 2015, Thursday………………………………………………………… NEW YEAR’S DAY
January 27, Tuesday………………………………………………………………
7:30 P.M., 3 Winter Street
(Barbara Fullerton, 781-893-7440)
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LWVW Book Club
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson
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Above, left: Sarah Rhatigan
describes the proposal for seven
affordable apartments.
Above, right: Description of the
proposal
Left: The Warren Avenue parcel
with the three buildings designated
as affordable housing
Below: Proposed elevation of the
two-unit building at 66-68 Warren
Ave.

Photographs by Katherine Wolfthal
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BOARD HIGHLIGHTS

WHEN IT’S TIME FOR ACTION
President
President Barack H. Obama
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20510
http://www.whitehouse.gov/
U.S. Senators
The Honorable Elizabeth Warren
2400 JFK Federal Building
15 New Sudbury Street
Boston, MA 02203
(617) 565-3170
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-4543
Contact:
www.warren.senate.gov/?p=email_senator
The Honorable Edward J. Markey
1 Bowdoin Square, 10th Floor
Boston, MA 02114
617-565-8519
218 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-2742
www.markey.senate.gov/contact.cfm
U.S. Representative 5th District
The Honorable Katherine Clark
2108 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-2105
(202) 225-2836
http://katherineclark.house.gov/
Governor
Governor Deval Patrick
Office of the Governor
State House, Room 360
Boston MA 02133
(617)727-3600
E-mail: Goffice@state.ma.us
State Senator 3rd Middlesex District
The Honorable Michael J. Barrett
(617) 722-1572
State House, Room 213A
Boston MA 02133-1054
E-mail: Mike.Barrett@masenate.gov
State Representative 14th Norfolk District
The Honorable Alice Hanlon Peisch
(617) 722-2070
State House, Room 473G
Boston MA 02133-1054
E-mail: alice.peisch@mahouse.gov

Barbara Flannery, Acting Secretary
he November meeting was held on Tuesday,
November 11, 2014 at the home of Katherine
Wolfthal. Present were Katherine Wolfthal,
Lenore Lobel, Robin Coutts, Barbara Flannery, and
Barbara Fullerton, with Katty Chace presiding.

T

The meeting was called to order. No October
minutes were submitted as Secretary Kathie
Rousseau was unable to attend. Barbara Flannery
took the minutes for the current meeting.
Treasurer’s Report: Barbara Flannery reported a cash
balance of $2514.40
The membership list was presented by Lenore Lobel
and reviewed and commented on by the members
present. Katty will write a membership-renewal
letter.
The League Book Club will meet at the end of
January, to discuss Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson.
A future Coffee Hour will be devoted to our State
legislators (Barrett and Peisch), and we may also
have one for the new Police Chief and new School
Superintendent
The LWV offered transportation to the Polls on
Election Day. Katty drove one Brook School resident
to the polls.
The meeting discussed the results of the recent State
Elections and referendum questions
The League Banner was put up by the Fire
Department for one week, in advance of the State
Election.
The State League Leaders Luncheon, held October
25, emphasized ways to increase membership.
The next meeting will be at Barbara Fullerton’s, on
December 2. The meeting was adjourned.
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WESTON RESULTS OF STATE ELECTION ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2014

Senator in Congress: Markey - 2514; Herr - 2064
Governor: Baker - 2835; Coakley - 1712; Falchuk - 100; Lively - 15; McCormick - 16
Attorney General: Healey - 2421; Miller - 2106
Secretary of State: Galvin - 2719; D'Arcangelo - 1667
Treasurer: Heffernan - 2303; Goldberg - 2043
Auditor: Aubin - 2121; Bump - 2070
Representative in Congress: Clark - 2935
Councilor: Devaney - 2032; Sheff - 1736
Senator in General Court: Barrett - 2211; Martinez - 2121
Representative in General Court: Peisch - 3016; Blanks - 1803
District Attorney: Ryan - 2862; Blanks - 1803
Question #1 (Gas Tax): Yes - 2158; No - 2412
Question #2 (Expand Bottle Bill): Yes - 1765; No - 2874
Question #3 (Rescind Casinos): Yes - 2633; No - 1996
Question #4 (Earned Sick Leave): Yes - 2241; No – 2352
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WESTON LEAGUE BOOK CLUB
Every so often our Weston League of Women Voters meets to discuss a
book we feel would be of interest to our members in the light of the
LWV’s principles and policies.
The book selected for this League Book Club reading is: Just Mercy, A
Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson. According to the
blurb on the book jacket, this is: "A powerful true story about the
potential for mercy to redeem us, a clarion call to fix our broken system
of justice - from one of the most brilliant and influential lawyers of our
time. Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice
Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending those most desperate
and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and children
trapped in the furthest reaches of our criminal justice system".
Stevenson has won numerous awards for his work, including the Reebok Human Rights Award, the

ACLU National Medal of Liberty, a MacArthur Fellowship “Genius” Award and the Gleitsman
Citizen Activist Award
We will meet to discuss the book on Tuesday, January 27 at 7:30 pm at Barbara Fullerton's, 3 Winter
Street. All members are welcome.
In advance of our discussion, readers may be interested in the article “Double Jeopardy,” published in the
November 17 issue of The New Yorker Magazine. You can find it at: Double Jeopardy, by Paige Williams
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START HOLIDAY SHOPPING
TODAY!

Begin with giving yourself a
Complimentary $35.00 Gift Card
each time you purchase a
$250.00 Gift Card
(Gift Cards valid for seven years)
Gift Cards can only be redeemed for DC services or
for products to be used for home maintenance.

“Health is Beauty”
Life’s Greatest Gift is the Gift of Good Health
840 Winter Street, @ Healthpoint, Waltham, MA. 02451
781 890 9211 ◊ Visit us on the web at

www.dchristopher.com
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SELECTMEN’S TOWN MEETING ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Patsy Shotwell

T

he Selectmen’s Town Meeting Advisory
Committee reconvened in early October to
continue the Selectman’s charge to improve
voter participation in and conduct of Town Meeting,
Town Caucus, Budget hearing and Elections .

Selectmen's Town Meeting Advisory Committee
Survey ).
635 citizens responded,
with a slight
margin representing those in their 30s and 40s. Most
respondents were engaged in civic affairs. For
example, over 90% voted in the 2012 presidential
elections. 75% of respondents were interested in online voting, a topic the Committee will further
consider .

Members include representatives from the Board of
Selectmen, the School, Finance and Planning boards,
the Community Preservation Committee, Council on
Aging, PTO, and League of Women Voters as well as
four at-large registered voters chosen by the Board of
Selectmen.

The Committee voted unanimously to recommend to
the Selectmen that both the May and special Town
Meeting open at 7 p.m.

Current members are: Harvey Boshart, Chair; Douglas
Gillespie, Richard Manley, Chris Houston, David
Mendelsohn, Barry Tubman, John McCahan, Leslye
Fligor, John Fiske, Alex Shimada-Brand and Patsy
Shotwell plus, ex officio, Town Manager Donna
Vanderclock, Moderator Thomas Crane and Town
Clerk Deborah Davenport.

The Committee also approved a motion to “urge the
Selectmen to take appropriate action to implement
the use of handheld voting devices at Town meeting.”
The STMAC expects to further refine its
recommendations in a report to the Selectmen in the
near future.

After a review of their impressions of the May Town
meeting, the Committee considered the results of a
survey created by Chris Houston (available on the
Town of Weston website at

Deliberations are carried regularly on WestonMedia.
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WARRANT FOR
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
December 1, 2014
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Middlesex, ss.
To any Constable in the Town of Weston, Greetings:
In the name of The Commonwealth you are hereby required to notify and warn the voters of said Town, qualified to
vote in elections and Town affairs, to meet in the Auditorium of the Senior High School in said Town on Monday,
the first day of December 2014, at 7:30 o’clock p.m., to act upon the following articles:
ARTICLE 1:

AMEND FISCAL YEAR 2015 OPERATING BUDGET

To amend the following line item in the Fiscal Year 2015 Operating Budget adopted under Article 5 of the 2014
Annual Town Meeting, by raising and appropriating additional sums as follows:
Facilities Improvements-Town-Wide+
School Department – Salaries
School Department – Expenses

Changing From
$461,893
30,720,687
5,636,897

Changing To
$821,893
30,906,887
$5,733,697

Difference
$360,000
186,200
96,800

or take any other action relative thereto.
Article 1 Explanation:
This article provides funding for the School Department to address enrollment increases in
Kindergarten, reduce class size for Grade 8 and meet additional demands for special educatio n services. In addition,
funding is provided for the Town-Wide Facilities Improvements account to replace the existing septic system leaching
field that was determined to be in failure in the spring of 2014 by the Town’s engineer and the Massachusetts of
Environmental Protection (DEP). The septic system supports the Council of Aging, Recreation, Field School
and Case House.
ARTICLE 2:

AMEND FISCAL YEAR 2015 RECREATION ENTERPRISE BUDGET

To amend the following line item in the Fiscal Year 2015 Recreation Enterprise Budget adopted under Article 16 of the
2014 Annual Town Meeting, by appropriating additional funds as follows:
Expenses

Changing From
$429,300

Changing To
$450,300

Difference
$21,000

And as funding therefor, that $21,000 be transferred from Recreation Enterprise Fund retained earnings; or take any
other action relative thereto.
Article 2 Explanation: This article transfers additional funds to the Expenses appropriation to cover costs for
replacement of a lawn mower and preparation of a boundary survey in order to address an encroachment on
Recreation land. Retained earnings in the Recreation Enterprise Fund as of June 30, 2014 were certified at
$286,474.
ARTICLE 3:

APPROPRIATE ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR FIELD SCHOOL – DEMOLITION OF OLD
SCHOOL

To appropriate a sum of money to pay additional costs of constructing the Field School, including demolition and all
incidental costs related to such project, to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, the money so
appropriated to be borrowed pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, section 7, or any other enabling authority, and to
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authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to issue bonds or notes for this
purpose; or take any other action relative thereto.
Article 3 Explanation: This article provides additional funding for the completion of the new Field School project,
specifically: unanticipated, extraordinary costs of the remediation of asbestos and interior demolition of the old Field
School building. Asbestos mastic was found under concrete and drywall interior walls that were added to
the building after its original construction. The work involves the selective demolition of the interior concrete block and
sheetrock walls, then remediating the mastic that was underneath those walls in a fully contained manner in compliance
with new state and federal regulations. While extensive testing was performed to quantify the hazardous material in
the building during the design phase, it was not anticipated that walls had been installed over the existing flooring
adhesive. Regulatory changes made during the project require a more costly abatement procedure than would
otherwise have been required.
The amount expected to be requested is $430,000. A two-thirds vote of Town Meeting is required for approval of this
article.
ARTICLE 4:

APPROPRIATE FOR COMMUNITY HOUSING –WARREN AVENUE
AFFORDABLE HOUSING CONSTRUCTION FUNDS
To appropriate a sum of money for community housing purposes under the Community Preservation Program in order
to pay costs of constructing affordable housing on an approximately 9 acre parcel of Town-owned land located at
66-68, 71 and 74 Warren Avenue, Weston, including all related incidental costs, as a grant to the Weston Affordable
Housing Trust, pursuant to a grant agreement between the Town Manager and the Weston Affordable Housing Trust,
on such terms and conditions as the Town Manager, in consultation with the Community Preservation Committee,
deems appropriate, and as funding therefor, to transfer said sum from the Community Housing allocation and the
Unallocated allocation of the Community Preservation Fund; or take any other action relative thereto.
Article 4 Explanation: There are three buildings on this Town-owned parcel: 66-68 Warren Avenue is a two- family
house, with one unit currently occupied; 71 Warren Avenue is a single family house no longer occupied; and 74
Warren Avenue is the recently vacated Water Division garage. The project will create a total of seven units of belowmarket rate housing within the existing buildings. It will convert the single-family home into two units (a two-bedroom
and a three-bedroom unit), the Water Division garage into three units (one two-bedroom and two three-bedroom
units), and update 66-68 Warren Ave. (two two-bedroom units). The units will be permanently deed restricted to
occupancy by tenants who meet income levels ranging from 80% of the Area Median Income (“AMI”) to 100% of the
AMI, as defined by Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development and the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development.
The Permanent Building Committee will oversee construction of the Warren Avenue project, which will be owned by
the Trust and managed by the Brook School Apartments Management Office. This request will provide the funds
needed to construct and complete the project. The amount to be requested under this article is up to
$2,688,500.
ARTICLE 5:

APPROPRIATE FOR LAND FOR RECREATIONAL USE – WALKWAY ON
WARREN AVENUE
To appropriate a sum of money for land for recreational use under the Community Preservation Program for the design
and creation of a walkway or foot path on Warren Avenue for recreational purposes, including all related incidental
costs; to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and as funding therefor, to transfer said sum from the
Unallocated allocation of the Community Preservation Fund; and, further, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to
acquire, by purchase, gift or eminent domain, fee or easement interests as may be required to create said walkway
or foot path, or take any other action relative thereto.
Article 5 Explanation: The primary access to the Town Forest is by way of Warren Avenue, a narrow and winding
roadway with truck traffic generated by Ogilvie’s hardware store and a commercially used parcel behind the house at
71 Warren Avenue. Neighbors have expressed concern about the safety of children and others walking along the
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road. With the development of affordable family housing on the Town-owned parcel at 66-68, 74 and 71 Warren
Avenue, it is becoming clear that construction of a walkway or foot path along that road would be beneficial, both for
the residents of the neighborhood and for townspeople wishing to access the Town Forest for recreational purposes.
The amount to be requested under this article is $340,000.

ARTICLE 6:

APPROPRIATE FOR COMMUNITY HOUSING – PURCHASE AND REHABILITATION
OF 126-128 VILES STREET BY WESTON AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOUNDATION
FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING
To appropriate a sum of money for community housing purposes under the Community Preservation Program as a
grant to the Weston Affordable Housing Foundation, Inc. (“WAHFI”) in order to pay costs of acquisition of the parcel of
land located at 126-128 Viles Street, as shown on Assessors Map 13, Block 18, containing 0.23 acres, more or less,
for community housing purposes, and for creation and rehabilitation of community housing at such location, including
all related incidental costs, pursuant to a grant agreement between the Town of Weston and WAHFI, and to authorize
the Town Manager to enter into such grant agreement upon such terms and conditions as she deems appropriate;
provided, however, that such grant agreement shall contain a condition that WAHFI convey to the Town of Weston an
affordable housing deed restriction in said property complying with the requirements of M.G.L. Chapter 184, and to
authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept said restriction, and further that such deed restriction may also run to
the benefit of a non-profit, charitable corporation or foundation with the right to enforce the restriction; and as funding
therefor, to transfer said sum from the Unallocated allocation of the Community Preservation Fund; or take any other
action relative thereto.
Article 6 Explanation:
Weston Affordable Housing Foundation, Inc. (WAHFI), a 501(c)(3) charitable
organization promoting affordable housing in Weston, is requesting $1,188,100 to purchase and renovate an existing
two-family home built in 1890 as housing for employees of the Hook & Hastings Organ Factory.
Rehabilitation of this structure will preserve the historical appearance of the area, while providing critical affordable
housing units for the Town. The site is within walking distance of the commuter train and the creation of affordable
housing at this location will result in distribution of affordable housing throughout Weston. This proposal will create two,
3 bedroom rental units that will be deed restricted as affordable housing in perpetuity.
ARTICLE 7:

APPROPRIATE FOR LAND FOR RECREATIONAL USE – CONCEPTUAL DESIGN FEES
FOR WALKWAYS ON MERRIAM STREET AND HIGHLAND STREET

To appropriate a sum of money for land for recreational use under the Community Preservation Program for the design
and creation of walkways on Merriam Street and Highland Street for recreational purposes, including all related
incidental costs; to be spent under the direction of the Town Manager, and as funding therefor, to transfer said sum
from the Unallocated allocation of the Community Preservation Fund; or take any other action relative thereto.
Article 7 Explanation: Walkways and sidewalks provide safe recreational opportunities and connections to open space,
land for recreational use and recreational facilities. Studies have shown that there exists a positive relationship between
the existence of walkways and the use of the same for recreational activities as well as the general health benefits of
activities such as walking and running. Funds requested under this article would be spent on the conceptual design
of walkways on Merriam and Highland St., both of which are priorities identified in the Traffic and Sidewalk Committee’s
2010 Master Plan.
This is a multiyear project with CPA funding requests for other priorities identified in the Master Plan expected in
subsequent years. Funding for the first phase of this project, $250,000 for the construction of approximately one mile
of walkway/sidewalk along portions of Brown Street and Winter Street, was approved at the May 2013
Annual Town Meeting. The amount to be requested under this article is $48,000.
ARTICLE 8:

APPROPRIATE FOR OPEN SPACE – CHARLES RIVER INVASIVE SPECIES REMOVAL

To appropriate a sum of money for open space purposes under the Community Preservation Program to preserve a
section of the Charles River in W eston by removing invasive weeds, including all related incidental costs; to be spent
under the direction of the Town Manager, said sum to be transferred from the Unallocated allocation of the Community
Preservation Fund; or take any other action relative thereto.
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Article 8 Explanation:
This project is part of a larger effort to rid the Lakes District of the Charles River of
invasive water chestnut. The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) in cooperation with
the Cities of Waltham and Newton, the Town of Weston, the Charles River Watershed Association (CRWA), and local
residents have begun a 3-5 year effort to harvest this weed. Removing the water chestnut along the Weston portion of
the Charles River will greatly improve and preserve the health and ecological integrity of the Charles River in this
stretch of the river. Numerous residents enjoy canoeing and kayaking this section and in recent years, sections of
Weston’s Kingsbury Cove have been nearly impassable. This article requests an appropriation of $5,000 to support
paid workers to assist CRWA volunteers so that their efforts are more productive and will pay for hand harvesting to
clear isolated plants and shallow areas which cannot be reached by machine, and it would be the first of three requests
for multi-year funding for this purpose.

ARTICLE 9:

AMEND ZONING BY-LAW TO CLARIFY EARTH REMOVAL AND MOVEMENT FOR
PROJECTS SUBJECT TO LIMITED SITE PLAN APPROVAL

To amend the Zoning By-law, SECTION XI. K. LIMITED SITE PLAN APPROVAL EXCEPTION FOR RELIGIOUS,
EDUCATIONAL, AND CHILD CARE FACILITY USES IN ACCORDANCE WITH G.L. C. 40A, SECTION 3, by inserting,
in section 3, a new subsection “h”, to follow “g”, and which will read as follows:
“h.
All site improvements shall be designed to limit the amount of earth movement on and earth removal from
the site. In the event that the amount of earth removal and/or earth movement associated with the proposed site
modifications triggers the provisions of Section V. I. 3 of the W eston Zoning Bylaw (Earth Removal and Movement),
additional zoning relief shall be required under Section V.I. 3.”
Or take any other action relative thereto.
Article 9 Explanation: There are a number of uses, such as religious, educational and non-profit organizations, that are
protected under Mass General Laws, Chapter 40A, Section 3. No special permit or other approval may be used to
regulate those protected uses.
The proposed language is intended to clarify that the act of earth movement on a site where a 40A, Section 3 use
is being proposed, is subject to earth removal and earth movement bylaws of the Town of Weston. Those earth
movement/removal bylaws, which require special permits, do not control the use on the site. Town Counsel
has confirmed that uses protected under 40A, Section 3 may be subject to the earth removal and earth movement
bylaws to serve the very limited purpose of overseeing the physical and environmental effects of large-scale earth
movement on a property. A two-thirds vote of Town Meeting is required for approval of this article.

ARTICLE 10:

AMEND ZONING BY-LAW TO SUPPLEMENT LANGUAGE IN PARKING BY-LAW FOR
REQUIRED PARKING SPACES FOR SCHOOLS AND ALL OTHER USES NOT
SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED ELSEWHERE IN THE BY-LAW

To amend the Zoning By-law, SECTION VIII.A.1 by:
Replacing paragraph k as follows:
“k. Schools and other educational uses subject to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40A, Section 3: sufficient
spaces, in the judgment of the Inspector of Buildings, to ensure that no parking for vehicles for employees or regular
attendants will take place on a public or off-site private way, except that in cases where Limited Site Plan Approval or
Special Permit issued by the Planning Board is required, the Planning Board shall make such determination.”
and
adding a new paragraph l as follows:
“l. All other non-residential uses not specifically mentioned above: sufficient spaces, in the judgment of the Inspector
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of Buildings, to ensure that no parking for vehicles for employees or regular attendants will take place on a public or
private way.”
Or take any other action relative thereto.
Article 10 Explanation: At present there is no parking requirement for schools, day care centers or similar uses within
the Town of Weston. The existing zoning requires that, if a new school, day care center or similar use is being proposed
or expanded, the Inspector of Buildings is tasked with judging what the parking requirements should be. This
determination is made on a case by case basis.
There are a number of factors involved in making the determination of what is sufficient parking for these uses. Schools,
day care centers and similar uses have drop off and pick up peak hours, queuing of automobiles, need for short term
and long term parking spaces. The proposed change would allow the Planning Board to make the determination of
what constitutes “sufficient spaces” when Planning Board site plan review or a special permit is required. A two-thirds
vote of Town Meeting is required for approval of this article.
ARTICLE 11:

AMEND GENERAL BY-LAWS - ARTICLE XXIII - SCENIC ROADS BYLAW

To amend the General By-laws, Article XXIII, Section.8, by adding “North Avenue (Route 117)” and “South
Avenue (Route 30)” to the list of Scenic Roads set forth therein.
Or take any other action relative thereto.
Article 11 Explanation: There are 32 roadways within the Town of Weston that have been designated as “scenic roads.”
Under Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 15C, the Town, via Town Meeting vote, is authorized to
designate roadways “scenic roads” to protect the stone/rock walls and trees within the designated road rights-of-way.
If North and South Avenues are designated as scenic roads, any property owner who wishes to take down a tree or
remove a wall within the town right of way is required to have a public hearing with the Planning Board and the Tree
Warden. The Board and Tree Warden would review the request of the property owner and make a decision (usually
within two weeks) as to the removal of the tree(s) or relocation of the stone wall. This would mainly apply to new
houses being proposed on the streets, as new driveways would need to be established. The Board anticipates perhaps
one hearing a year generated from the designation of these two roads as scenic roads.

ARTICLE 12:

AMEND GENERAL BY-LAWS - ARTICLE I – ALLOW ANNUAL TOWN MEETIN
TO START AS EARLY AS 7:00 P.M.
To amend Article 1, Section 2 of the General By-laws of the Town of Weston to authorize the Selectmen to fix the time
for Annual Town Meeting at an hour not earlier than 7:00 P.M by inserting the bold text and deleting the strike-through
text as follows:
Subject to law, the Selectmen shall fix and state in the warrant for the annual town meeting the hour at which the
meeting shall be called and the polls opened, and the hour at which they may be closed, on the Saturday fixed under
Section 1 for the election of officers and the determination of matters by ballot; and an hour, not earlier than 7:30 7:00
P.M., on the next Monday after such Saturday for the holding of the meeting for the transaction of all other business.
Or take any other action relative thereto.
Article 12 Explanation: Currently, the By-laws provide for the Annual Town Meeting to begin not earlier than 7:30 p.m.
A recent survey conducted by the Selectmen’s Town Meeting Advisory Committee indicated that respondents have no
significant preference between starting at 7:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Allowing for an earlier starting time provides
additional flexibility in scheduling the Town Meeting, and, if Town Meeting were to start at
7:00, may allow more business to be conducted earlier in the evening.
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ARTICLE 13:

AMEND GENERAL BY-LAWS - ARTICLE XXIV – CRESCENT STREET HISTORIC
DISTRICT
To amend Article XXIV, Section 3 of the General By-laws of the Town of Weston by deleting the reference to
parcel “23-58-01” and inserting in place thereof, the following “ 23-58-30.”
Or take any other action relative thereto.
Article 13 Explanation: There is an inaccurate parcel number in this bylaw that must be corrected.
ARTICLE 14:

AUTHORIZE THE TAKING OF EASEMENTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A WALKWAY
ON BROWN AND WINTER STREET
To authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by purchase, gift, eminent domain or otherwise the fee and/or
permanent and temporary easements in certain parcels of land, adjacent to the proposed sidewalks on Brown Street
and Winter Street.as depicted on certain plans titled “Brown and Winter Street proposed Sidewalk” on file with the Town
of Weston, for public way purposes including, without limitation, drainage, utility, slope, grading and construction of
improvements and structures, and other related purposes, which will enable the Town to undertake the project,
Or take any other action relative thereto.
Article 14 Explanation: At the May 2013 Annual Town Meeting, CPA funds were appropriated to construct a
walkway on Brown Street. In the process of designing the walkway, it has been determined that temporary
construction easements and/or permanent easements on private property will be needed
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Town Hall
Weston, MA 02493
Carrier Route Presort
POSTAL PATRON
WESTON, MA 02493
Special Town Meeting
Monday, December 1, 2014
7:30 p.m., High School Auditorium
444 Wellesley Street

And you are to serve the warrant by posting four attested copies thereof at the Town Hall, at the
Kendal Green Railroad Station, at the Town of Weston Transfer Station and on the kiosk at the front
of the High School by the gymnasium, fourteen days at least before the time appointed for said
meeting.
Hereof fail not to make due return of this warrant with your doings thereon to the Selectmen at the
time and place of said meeting.
Given under our
October 28, 2014.

hands

Edward H. Coburn Douglas P. Gillespie Michael H. Harrity
Selectmen of the Town of Weston

7:00 to 7:15 p.m. – Ask the Moderator: Town Meeting Orientation
Come meet with the Moderator in the High School Auditorium to get answers to any
questions you have about Town Meeting and procedures.
Have questions on Town Meeting procedure or what Town Meeting is?
Visit tinyurl.com/WestonTM for details

Last day to register to vote is November 21st
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League of Women Voters of Weston
MEMBERSHIP FORM 2014-2015
The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan, political organization, which encourages
informed and active participation in all levels of government and influences public policy through
education and advocacy. We serve the local community in many ways:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sponsor Candidates and Issues nights before elections
Provide voter information and conduct voter-registration drives
Encourage voter participation with banners and rides to the polls
Study local, state and national issues and hold open meetings
Act upon carefully considered positions by lobbying and circulating petitions
Publish a "Know Your Town" booklet
Train members to be active and involved citizens.

Our membership year runs from July 1 to June 30. As a Weston member, you also belong
to and receive publications from the State and National Leagues.
Name

__________________ Date

_______________ Address
Phone

Fax

Email ___________________________________________________________
Check one: ❏ Renewal ❏ New Member
I enclose a check made payable to The League of Women Voters of Weston* for:
•
$60 Individual Membership (covers required local dues to the State and National Leagues)
•
$75 Family Membership (two individuals in the same household) Name of
second household member: ___________________________________
•
$50 Basic Membership $ _______ Additional Contribution (Any contributions above and
beyond regular dues are
greatly appreciated and assist our local league in providing more services and offsetting
our operating expenses.)
$ _______ TOTAL ENCLOSED
.............................................
❏
$_____ LWV Education Fund (Tax-deductible contribution made payable by separate check
to the LWV Education Fund )
Return form to: Lenore Lobel, 31 Love Lane, Weston, MA 02493
Do you know a friend who might be interested in joining the League of Women Voters?
Name, address & phone
_______________________________________________________
* It is the policy of the LWV of Weston that no resident shall be refused participation in the League because of
inability to pay. If a hardship preventing payment of dues exists, please contact Katty Chace at 781-7901087.
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